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RUSSIAN PROPAGANDA
AS AN INSTRUMENT OF SUPPRESSION
OF THE POPULATION
Militarization of the younger generation continues in the occupied territories:
- on the day of the 225th anniversary of the formation of the village of Novoderkul in the
Bilovodskyi district of the Luhansk oblast, 30 school-age children took the oath and were
initiated into the Young Guard military-patriotic movement;
- the occupants have set up a military-patriotic camp in Melekine, Donetsk oblast, where
children and teenagers are taught the basics of military training: how to assemble and
disassemble machine guns, fold parachutes, remove tripwires.
-

|https://t.me/mariupolrada/10739 |https://t.me/luhanskaVTSA/5181
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2602

Events dedicated to the Day of the State Flag of the Russian Federation were held in the
occupied settlements of the Donetsk oblast.

- A “solemn” construction was held in Mariupol with the participation of the so-called
DPR junior soldiers and Young Guard volunteers. The flag of Russia was hoisted on the
main flagpole of the city’s central square. A 200m2 tricolour was deployed on one of
Azovstal’s pipes.
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- In the village of Nikolske, a meeting was held with Russian theatre and film actors Marat
Basharov, Tatiana Abramova, and Yury Belyayev.
- A Russian flag made of helium balloons was launched into the sky in Volnovakha. The
local history museum held a thematic lesson entitled “The flag of the state is a symbol
of glory,” while the city library held an anti-lecture entitled “Russia is in my heart.” A
souvenir-making workshop was also held, followed by the distribution of tricolour
balloons from the Cipollino puppet theatre.
|https://www.donetsk.kp.ru/daily/27434/4636211/
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2455

In Mariupol, so-called “volunteers” dressed in T-shirts with “Za bolshuyu Rossiyu” slogan
printed on them distribute propaganda newspapers to residents.
|https://t.me/uniannet/68508
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The Main Directorate of Intelligence of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine (hereinafter —
HUR MO) obtained “Methodological guidelines for work with the population of the liberated
territories of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia oblasts for public organizations and other
departments” developed by the Russians. The General Provisions state that the document is
distributed only to instructors affiliated to the United Russia party leadership and may not
be shared with third parties for review.
At the end of the guidebook, possible questions and answer options are outlined.
Below are some of them.
|https://t.me/DIUkraine/1156

POSSIBLE
QUESTIONS

ANSWER OPTIONS

NOTE

What is happening
with Ukraine?

Ukraine is divided between the
US and Europe; its statehood
will soon cease to exist

It is possible to refer to the
fact that the Polish zloty is
already in circulation in
western regions on a par with
the hryvnia

I don’t want to live
in Russia

You are just afraid; Russia is a
country of great opportunities
with a great history

Report to the military police or
other law enforcement
agencies

Will Russia bomb
us?

No, the Russian Federation
carries out only high-precision
strikes on military targets

If the link is to Ukrainian news,
the news is false to discredit
Russia

Is Russia here
forever?

Yes, you can not be afraid, the
Russian Federation is not
backing down

If reference is made to
previously liberated territories
where a retreat was
attempted, they were not part
of the plans for a special
military operation

I don’t like (name
of official)

Russia is a real democracy, and
you can choose any officials you
like, or you can run for office
yourself

It is advisable to avoid the
issue, by referring to political
indifference

Does
Zelenskyi really
hate us?

Zelenskyy decides nothing, his
US curators decide everything

Mention that he is a drug
addict
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In Melitopol, the letters in the name of Gorky Park have been repainted in the colours of the
Russian flag.
|https://t.me/uniannet/68799

In Kherson, the stele at the city entrance was repainted in the colours of the Russian flag.
|https://t.me/Pravda_Gerashchenko/38487

In Mariupol, the occupiers install a bust of Lenin near school No 65.
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2424
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In temporarily occupied Mariupol, small groups of local collaborators (predominantly
composed of 2-3 women) continue to enumerate the population in all districts. The purpose
of such a census is to establish the real number of people left in the city.
These groups visit all flats and private homes. The census requires personal documents with
registration and asks for information about the whereabouts of next of kin. Officials say they
are locating people to provide them with light and gas.
In informal conversations, the “volunteers” admit that the majority of the surveyed
population refuses to participate in a possible “referendum” on the annexation of the
occupied territories to the Russian Federation or does not directly answer the question
about their participation. According to their estimates, only about 5-7% of respondents
clearly expressed their willingness to come to the “polling stations” and “vote.” The vast
majority of the city’s residents are aged 45-70. The collaborators confess to being bitter
towards both the Russian Federation and the representatives of the occupying authorities.
The Mariupol “administration” is trying not to raise the topic of the “referendum” and is
concentrating on PR campaigns to promote the results of work on “providing the population
with social assistance, food, and preparations for the winter period”.
|https://t.me/DIUkraine/1198

HUMANITARIAN
SITUATION
IN OCCUPIED SETTLEMENTS

In occupied Sievierodonetsk, so-called “tent hospitals” have been set up near the city’s
multidisciplinary hospital, which has suffered from Russian army shelling, where doctors
from the Russian Federation receive patients. Patients are examined without screens or any
other privacy. No work is underway to start up inpatient medical facilities.
|https://t.me/serhiy_hayday/7930

There has been no gas supply in Melitopol, Zaporizhzhia oblast, for over a month. The
heating season, which is due to start in October, is under threat of failure. Mayor Ivan
Fedorov believes that the information about the construction of a gas pipeline from
Berdiansk is untrue and urges Melitopol residents to evacuate the city.
|https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_melitopol/462
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The process of issuing SIM cards with the Russian code +7 (990) has begun in occupied
Vovchansk, Kharkiv oblast. There is currently one Communication without borders tariff. The
operator covers large settlements in Kharkiv oblast and operates in Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia oblasts.
|https://ria.ru/20220819/sim-karty-1810792941.html

The so-called State Defence Committee of the DPR has approved a list of the first facilities in
Mariupol to be dismantled. According to the Mariupol city council, the occupation
administration plans to resettle residents of the demolished houses in dormitories, which
are being repaired first. Compact accommodation involves different families sharing one
room, a kitchen on the floor and a bathroom.
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2356

Advisor to the Mayor of Mariupol Petro Andriushchenko reports that Prymorskyi district,
most of Livoberezhnyi district, Ukrayina and Volonterivka villages of Kalmiuskyi district, as
well as almost the entire private development sector have no access to either water or
electricity. Residents must walk for kilometres to draw water from the spring.
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2522

A Sievierodonetsk resident, who had left the city earlier, gave an interview to journalists after
her recent visit, in which she spoke about the humanitarian situation in the settlement.
There is an oppressive atmosphere in the city, she said, with much of the infrastructure
smashed up, with shot-up vehicles standing everywhere and roads strewn with debris and
rubbish.
For basic hygiene procedures, citizens must queue at outdoor “washing rooms.” The
occupation authorities have drawn up a separate bathing schedule for women with children
and men. In a day, such a mobile shower unit can accommodate up to 100 people.
There are no repairs being made to the water supply system, and the town has installed
tanks with technical water. The woman said that she saw with her own eyes how people
were fetching water from puddles with buckets and collecting rainwater by drop from the
roofs.
Residents build fires near the entrances to cook food. The people of Sievierodonetsk receive
humanitarian aid in the form of cereals, sugar, and water about once a week. A hot food
outlet has been opened at the former Dezhaviu сafé. One can also have lunch in one of the
local temples.
|https://bit.ly/3RNmy5t

Mariupol is woefully short of medical staff. Residents are forced to queue up from the early
hours of the morning to get a doctor’s appointment. The waiting list for a therapist is
scheduled for weeks in advance, for doctors of narrow specialities — for months.
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2440
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Residents of Mariupol staged a “hunger riot” after representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross tried to cancel humanitarian aid deliveries because of the large
number of people. With the occupiers having virtually stopped issuing food packages,
humanitarian aid from the Red Cross remained the only source of food for many Mariupol
residents.
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2594

ELEMENTS OF TERROR
FROM THE SIDE OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY
AND OCCUPATION ADMINISTRATIONS

As of 24 August, 3,630,307 people, of whom 580,049 were minors, had been transferred
from Ukraine and the so-called LPR and DPR to Russia since the war started, according to
Mikhail Mizintsev, chief of Russia’s National Defence Management Center.
|https://bit.ly/3KYPoO9
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Mariupol occupation authorities have resorted to direct threats of deprivation of parental
rights and removal of children from families due to parents’ reluctance to send their children
to schools under occupation and attempts to introduce them to online education in Ukraine.
According to the adviser to the Mayor of Mariupol Petro Andriushchenko, teachers are
sending messages to parents en masse, warning that children will be forcibly removed from
their families if they reside in the city and refuse to attend schools.
A similar situation is emerging in the occupied territories of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia
oblasts. Oleh Nikolenko, spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, has
called on UNESCO to urgently respond to the crimes.
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2521 |https://bit.ly/3D9dOT6

In Kherson, occupants seized the premises of the Bordo business centre. The building is
cordoned off by the Russian military, and the owners of the business centre have no access
to their property. High-ranking representatives of the occupation administration and
propagandists from the Russian Federation reside in the hotel complex.
|https://bit.ly/3RvaANT

According to the police department in Kherson oblast, Russian servicemen have been
robbing private homes on a massive scale and taking furniture and household appliances out
in stolen cars. In the villages of Krasnosilske, Novodmytrivka and Stanislav, Kherson oblast,
looting of houses whose owners have left for Ukrainian-controlled territory has been
reported.
|https://bit.ly/3L1ohlm

Anonymous residents of Enerhodar recorded a video appeal to the President of Ukraine, the
Armed Forces, and all Ukrainians, where they ask not to leave them in the dire situation they
face. They said that along with Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant workers, they were being
held hostage by the Russian military, who were using civilians as human shields. Under the
pretext of searching for Ukrainian nationalists and ATO veterans, the occupiers break into
the houses and flats of Enerhodar residents and loot them. All persons who seem suspicious
to them are taken to an unknown location. According to city residents, they fear the results
of regular Russian shelling of the Zaporizhzhia NPP territory.
|https://t.me/uniannet/69676

The head of the Luhansk Oblast Military Administration Serhii Haidai reports that residents
of small towns in non-government-controlled Luhansk oblast are being promised 60,000
rubles for information on the whereabouts of men of military age.
|https://t.me/luhanskaVTSA/5156
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ABDUCTION OF CIVILIANS
As of 31 August,
309 abductions of civilians had been recorded
in Kherson oblast since the start of the war;
185 people are still in Russian captivity

The Center for Civil Liberties, together with other human rights organizations, has developed
recommendations with an algorithm for what to do if your family and friends are taken
hostage or if you witness an abduction.
|https://t.me/khersonskaODA/926 |https://bit.ly/3L2yUo6

According to Nova Kakhovka Mayor Volodymyr Kovalenko, representatives of the
occupation administration abducted directors of lyceum No. 3 and No. 2 Iryna Dubas and
Oksana Yakubova in Nova Kakhovka, Kherson oblast.
|https://bit.ly/3DcIiU5

Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov reports that the Russian military took four residents of
Melitopol to the Lefortovo detention centre in Moscow on the night of August 23. The
kidnapped Ukrainians are planned to be sentenced to life imprisonment for alleged
subversive activities.
|https://bit.ly/3xggR8o

On 16 August, Russian servicemen kidnapped Svitlana Korotun, mayor of the Verkhny
Rohachyk village community in Kherson oblast, who refused to cooperate with the
occupants. The woman was kidnapped from her home and taken to an unknown destination.
|https://bit.ly/3KZlvgC

In Kherson, armed Russian soldiers broke into the house of a 45-year-old local resident,
whose home was illegally searched. Finding a Ukrainian flag in the garage, the occupants
tied the man’s hands, covered his face, placed him in a car and drove him to an unknown
destination. The man’s whereabouts is currently unknown.
|https://bit.ly/3KZlvgC

Enerhodar Mayor Dmytro Orlov reports that before the start of the new school year, the
occupiers have started intimidating education workers. It is known that on 29 August, several
teachers were abducted from their own homes and taken to an unknown destination.
|https://t.me/orlovdmytroEn/914
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The board of the Association of Ukrainian Cities has once again appealed to the relevant
government agencies and international organizations to make every effort to secure the
release of the captured city mayors.
Since 24 February 2022, Russian occupiers have kidnapped more than 50 local government
officials, 34 of whom are heads of cities.
|https://bit.ly/3xc84nQ |https://bit.ly/3xbKUxS

AS OF AUGUST 22, THE FOLLOWING ARE IN RUSSIAN CAPTIVITY:
YEVHENII MATVIEIEV — Dniprorudne city mayor (Zaporizhzhia oblast);
OLEKSANDR SHMYHOL — Vilhivka village mayor (Kharkiv oblast);
OLEKSANDR BABYCH — Hola Prystan city mayor (Kherson oblast);
IHOR KOLYKHAIEV — Kherson city mayor (Kherson oblast);
SERHII KHILCHENKO — Khrestivka village mayor (Kherson oblast);
DMYTRO LIAKHNO — Hornostaivka settlement mayor (Kherson oblast);
OLENA PELESHOK — Zelenyi Pid village mayor (Kherson oblast);
SVITLANA KOROTUN — Verkhny Rohachyk village mayor (Kherson oblast).

SITUATION

IN CERTAIN AREAS OF DONETSK,
LUHANSK OBLASTS AND CRIMEA
According to HUR MO, the so-called head of the LPR Leonid Pasechnik made a radio
broadcast in Svatove, Luhansk oblast, during which he announced the start of “general
mobilization” in the territory of the pseudo-republic starting on 1 September.
As Pasechnik said, it will take place in two stages:
- mobilization of residents who have obtained passports from the so-called LPR/Russian
Federation and correspond to specific military professions;
- the rest of the male population aged 18 to 65 years.
It is also known that Rosgvardiya personnel have arrived in occupied Dolzhansk (formerly
Sverdlovsk), Luhansk oblast, to carry out administrative and police activities (checking
documents, vehicles, etc.) aimed at finding and detaining deserters among servicemen of
the so-called L/DPR and the Russian Armed Forces.
|https://t.me/DIUkraine/1151
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Men with registration in Donetsk oblast, occupied since 2014, representing the mobilization
reserve, are not allowed to leave the so-called DPR for Russia or the occupied part of
Zaporizhzhia oblast. According to the adviser to the Mayor of Mariupol Petro
Andriushchenko, for 40 thousand rubles one can “obtain” a certificate of unsuitability for
the service and bribe “customs authorities of the DPR” with a similar amount to try to leave
for the Russian Federation.
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2381

Events dedicated to Day of the State Flag were held in the occupied settlements of the socalled DPR.

-

In Soviet district of Makiivka an action “I am proud of Russia; I am proud of the flag” was
held. The participants lined up in the shape of a heart with a tricolour in the centre. A
literary and musical composition “Under the flag of Russia” was presented in the Red
Guard district. Russian symbols were also handed out in all the districts of the city.

-

Creative online marathons “Flag of Russia in Children’s Hands” and “Through My
Favourite Places with the Russian Federation Flag” were held in Horlivka schools. As part
of these events, children posted photos with the tricolour on social networks.

-

Khartsyzk held a motor rally where dozens of cars drove along key streets of the city
carrying Russian flags.

-

In Shakhtarsk, an event called “Flag of Russia—Our Pride!” was held, where everyone
who wished had to demonstrate their love for the Russian Federation with a photo.
There was also an exhibition of children’s drawings and the planting of oaks and catalpa
trees at the Savur-Mohyla memorial.
|https://bit.ly/3xbq9lL

By the beginning of the new school year, the so-called LPR had prepared an extensive,
multipage document entitled “A Structured Lesson Plan on My History,” on the based of
which it was planned to begin teaching schoolchildren from the temporarily occupied
territories.
The proposed plan is a traditional collection of pseudo-historical facts and almost literally
repeats the propaganda statements by Russian television ideologues that Lenin created
Ukraine, the Ukrainian language does not exist, all Ukrainian heroes are criminals, Ukraine
should be destroyed.
|https://t.me/DIUkraine/1215
|https://t.me/DIUkraine/1217
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In Donetsk, Luhansk, Simferopol and Yalta, members of the Zhovta Strichka resistance
movement placed Ukrainian symbols and leaflets reminding that those cities were part of
Ukraine.
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1231 |https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1128
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1131 |https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1203
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1255

Activists in Sevastopol, Alushta, and Simferopol distributed leaflets with the location
coordinates of the so-called Council of Ministers of Crimea, Government of the city of
Sevastopol, military unit 85388.
|https://t.me/victor_andrusiv/578
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A Russian court has arrested a DJ of a karaoke bar in Crimea for 10 days for playing a
Ukrainian song “Dyke Pole,” whose music video allegedly showed “Nazi symbols.”
The DJ, the owner of the bar and the customer who ordered the song apologized on camera.
|https://t.me/uniannet/68399

Ukrainian hackers have turned on the Ukrainian anthem on the air of Crimea Radio.

|https://bit.ly/3BqGA0g

RESISTANCE OF
UKRAINIANS
TO THE RUSSIAN OCCUPATION

Ukrainian partisans in the temporarily occupied territories congratulated Ukraine on Day of
the National Flag and Independence Day. Flyers with greetings from the People’s Resistance
of Ukraine appeared in Tavriisk, Kakhovka, Nova Kakhovka, Enerhodar, Tokmak and
Berdiansk.
|https://t.me/DIUkraine/1166 |https://t.me/DIUkraine/1184
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In Novopskov, Berdiansk, Melitopol, and Henichesk, activists of the Zhovta Strichka
resistance movement remind that their cities are Ukraine.
|https://t.me/serhiy_hayday/7783 |https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1149 |https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1154
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1236 |https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1352

In Mariupol, a photo was taken and published with a Ukrainian flag against a backdrop of
destroyed buildings. The flag featured lines from the national anthem and a reminder that
Mariupol is Ukraine.

|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2577
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2581
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Kherson residents continue to resist the occupation as much as they can. Members of the
Zhovta Strichka movement put up leaflets against obtaining a Russian passport, put proUkrainian graffiti, paint over Russian flags, deface occupier billboards, and tear down
campaign products.
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1120 |https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1208
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1224 |https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1245
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1324 |https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1216

A member of the Ukrainian underground resistance, codenamed Svarog, gave an interview
to The New York Times in which he spoke about the guerrilla movement in the occupied
territories. According to the man, partisans do everything to prevent occupiers and
collaborators from living peacefully in captured cities, blowing up railway tracks, mining
traitors’ cars, and identifying targets for Ukrainian artillery. Non-violent actions are also
carried out: activists put up flyers and Ukrainian symbols.
|https://nyti.ms/3Dl3jvQ

A radio station in occupied Melitopol played the Ukrainian anthem for 30 minutes.
|https://t.me/riamelitopol/66909
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Partisans in occupied Vovchansk have posted leaflets threatening the so-called head of the
Kharkiv Region’s military and civil administration, Vitaliy Hanchev. 1
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1114

On 24 August, the Mariupol resistance group congratulated Ukrainians on Independence
Day by displaying the flag of Ukraine in Nikolske village, Mariupol district. 2
|https://t.me/andriyshTime/2496

Residents of Enerhodar speak out against atomic terrorism by posting relevant leaflets. 3
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1275
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Eight-year-old Khrystyna Bulaievska from Vinnytsia has been singing all summer in city parks,
near large shopping centres, to earn money for the AFU. The girl managed to raise more
than UAH 24,000, which will be used to buy a car and drones.
|https://bit.ly/3QwrB9n
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10-year-old Maksym Brovchenko from occupied Berdiansk sells his paintings and sends the
proceeds to the needs of the Ukrainian army. The boy, who has an autism spectrum
disorder, was forced to leave his hometown for Zaporizhzhia with his family. Maksym is
passionate about space and dreams of meeting Elon Musk. His paintings depict distant
galaxies, bright stars, unusual planets, and their inhabitants. The young artist’s talent was
recognized at an award ceremony for child war heroes on Youth Day on 12 August.
|https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1a9CX3mips
|http://brovchenko-art.com

Ten-year-old Vlad from Bucha washes cars with two friends and collects money for the
Armed Forces of Ukraine. The guys have already transferred the first sum of UAH 4,500 to
the army through the United24 fund.
|https://bit.ly/3QssW0N
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The National Register of Records of Ukraine recognized 5-year-old Mariia Makeieva from
Kryvyi Rih as the youngest volunteer who raised UAH 35,492 through her performance for
the needs of the AFU. The girl, accompanied by her older brother, sang Ukrainian songs in
the centre of Lviv, where her family temporarily moved during the war. Mariia’s performance
lasted 9 hours and 54 minutes. Thanks to the funds raised, an INFIRAY XL35 M thermal
imaging camera was purchased for the Ukrainian military.
|https://bit.ly/3Rv6khu

6-year-old Sofiia Nersesian held a solo concert where she collected UAH 14.5 thousand to
help the Ukrainian army. The young singer’s repertoire includes the song “Odna yedyna,”
among the well-known Ukrainian hits “Stefaniia” and “Oy U Luzi Chervona Kalyna.” The
collected funds were donated to the Serhiy Prytula Charity Foundation.
|https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YHqQHtSphU
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An 85-year-old Sumy resident has donated $35,000 from the sale of his flat and summer
cottage to the AFU. Volunteers of the Sumy Public Foundation are consulting with the
military on how best to use the funds received.
|https://bit.ly/3eDnWZT

Ukrzaliznytsia has launched the “Train to Victory” - 7 cars painted by Ukrainian artists.
Each car is dedicated to an oblast of Ukraine and the deeds of people fighting for victory:
- To the railway workers who evacuated people from Kharkiv oblast.
- Doctors from Luhansk oblast who saved lives by staying in trenches and basements.
- To the defenders of Mariupol.
- To the residents of Enerhodar, who went defenseless against the tanks.
- To the farmers of the Mykolaiv oblast who harvested crops on mined and burning
fields.
- To the members of the Yellow Ribbon resistance movement, who are fighting the
occupiers in the Kherson oblast.
- Bohdan Zizi, who poured blue and yellow paint over the city administration in
Yevpatoria.
|https://t.me/yellowribbon_ua/1218

20

Information bulletin / / August 16-31, 2022

Volunteers of the Dobrobat project continue to provide assistance to Ukrainian citizens
whose houses have been damaged by Russian army shelling.
|https://t.me/dobrobat_in_ua/2085

Volunteers cover the roof of a house damaged by shelling in the village of Kozarovychi, Kyiv oblast
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