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INTRODUCTION

F rom the first day of the full-scale invasion of the Russian Federation into the 
territory of Ukraine, the objects of Russian aggression are not only the Ukrainian 

military, the civilian population, or critical infrastructure, but also the objects of 
the country’s cultural heritage. Russian bombs and missiles destroy libraries and 
museums, churches and mosques, universities and theatres.

According to the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine1, as of 
December 25, 2022, 1,189 objects of cultural infrastructure, excluding monuments 
of cultural heritage, were damaged due to Russian aggression. Of these, 446 objects 
have been completely destroyed. Cultural infrastructure suffered the greatest losses 
and damages in Donetsk, Kyiv, Kharkiv, Luhansk, Mykolaiv, Zaporizhzhia, Sumy and 
Kherson oblasts.

In general, the following were affected:
 → 563 club facilities (222 – destroyed; 341 – damaged), most of which are in 

Donetsk (24%), Kharkiv (14%) and Kyiv (10%) oblasts;
 → 453 libraries (destroyed – 155; damaged – 298), most of which are in Donetsk 

(27%), Kyiv (17%) and Mykolaiv (13%) oblasts;
 → 63 museums and galleries (22 – destroyed; 41 – damaged), most of which are 

in Donetsk (37%) and Kharkiv (11%) oblasts;
 → 18 theatres and philharmonic halls (9  – destroyed; 9  – damaged) in 

Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Luhansk, Mykolaiv, Kharkiv oblasts and the city of Kyiv; 
 → 92 institutions of art education (destroyed – 38; damaged – 54), most of which 

are in Donetsk (30%) and Kharkiv (14%) oblasts.

1 https://mkip.gov.ua/news/8411.html 

https://mkip.gov.ua/news/8411.html
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The Ministry of Culture of Ukraine has created an interactive online map with 
markers indicating the geographical location of losses or damages in the field of 
cultural heritage.

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court classifies crimes 
against cultural values as a type of war crime. According to Article 8 of the Statute, 
these include: intentionally directing attack on civilian objects, that is, objects which 
are not military objectives (Article 8 (b) (ii)), deliberate targeting of buildings intended 
for religious, educational, artistic, scientific or charitable purposes, historical 
monuments, etc. (Article 8 (b) (ix))2. 

According to Article 27 of the Regulations concerning the Laws and 
Customs of War on Land, which is annexed to the 1907 Hague Convention IV 
respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land3, all necessary measures shall 
be taken in sieges and bombardments to preserve buildings intended for religious, 
artistic, scientific or charitable purposes and historic monuments, provided that 
they are not used for military purposes at the time.

The main international agreement establishing the rules for the protection 
of cultural heritage during armed conflicts is the Hague Convention for the 

2 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_588#Text 

3 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_222#Text 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1-CF_4wjX-DncDoHrzm3kqFyByAgytaz0&ll=50.857869569847296%2C30.99214486747553&z=7
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Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of May 14, 
1954, together with its two Protocols4. The Second Protocol, to which Ukraine 
joined in May 20205, significantly specifies the provisions of the Convention, which 
regulate the actions of the parties regarding cultural values in the event of an armed 
conflict, the protection of cultural values in the occupied territories (for example, 
archaeological excavations are prohibited), introduces the procedure of enhanced 
protection for objects of exceptional significance for humanity, as well as criminal 
responsibility for purposeful and deliberate destruction of cultural values, their illegal 
appropriation, acts of vandalism against them (Article 15). 

However, according to the Art. 16 of the Second Protocol “members of the 
armed forces and nationals of a State which is not Party to this Protocol, except 
for those nationals serving in the armed forces of a State which is a Party to this 
Protocol, do not incur individual criminal responsibility by virtue of this Protocol, nor 
does this Protocol impose an obligation to establish jurisdiction over such persons 
or to extradite them.” Since the Russian Federation has not signed the Second 
Protocol to the Hague Convention on the Protection of Cultural Property in the 
Event of Armed Conflict, its servicemen and other persons who have committed 
the aforementioned crimes are virtually immune from punishment, at least as long 
as they are on the territory of their country.

This publication, prepared by the Luhansk Regional Human Rights Centre 
“Alternative,” presents the consequences of shelling of seventeen museums in 
the Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kyiv, Mykolaiv, Sumy, Kharkiv, Kherson, Chernihiv 
oblasts and the city of Kyiv during the Russian-Ukrainian war in the period 
from February 24, 2022 until January 25, 2023.

The information was obtained from open sources, including national media, 
social media, statements by officials and public eyewitness accounts.

4 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_721#Text
 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_722#Text
 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_001-99#Text

5 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/585-20#Text 
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KEY OBSERVATIONS

I n Ukraine, there are about five thousand different museums of different levels of 
subordination: national, regional, and municipal. Many private museums have 

opened in recent years.  In 2022, institutions that have been building their collections 
for decades and preserving the memory of generations were threatened with 
destruction due to Russian aggression. 

According to the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine, as 
of December 25, 2022, 63 museums and galleries were damaged by Russian 
artillery, missile, and air strikes, of which 22 were destroyed and 41 were 
damaged. Donetsk (37%) and Kharkiv (11%) oblasts account for the majority. 

During the war, museum workers take the necessary measures to secure their 
funds, because the basis of the work of the museum sphere is storage, and during 
military operations or other extreme events, the rescue of cultural heritage. The 
experience of evacuating museum funds, attempts to preserve them locally, general 
coordination, according to some experts in the cultural field6, says that there was 
no nationally coordinated strategy for saving cultural heritage.

According to representatives of the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy, 
it has been possible to secure a considerable part of valuables since 24 February but 
given that “Ukraine is a very rich country in terms of cultural assets, it is very difficult 
and even impossible to simply move a part of the country to another place. Therefore, 
some cultural values remained in the oblasts under occupation or ended up on the 
front line.”7. The decision to evacuate the works of art was made on February 24, 
along with the introduction of martial law in Ukraine. But decision-making on 

6 https://bit.ly/3Re8vXk

7 https://bit.ly/3RdLfsw

https://bit.ly/3Re8vXk
https://bit.ly/3RdLfsw


KEY OBSERVATIONS 8

the ground was complicated by Russian strikes across the country and the rapid 
advance of Russian troops in several directions, the Ministry of Culture said8.

Even before the start of a full-scale war, many museums prepared for military 
threats on their own, without waiting for instructions from the state. Employees 
compiled lists of exhibits of the first and second groups for evacuation, searched for 
packing materials, and special trainings were conducted among workers. Therefore, 
when a  direct threat began, they reacted immediately: collected collections, 
promptly packed exhibits, moved exhibits to storage and other safe places. 

In addition to the physical damage/destruction of museums by Russian shelling, 
there is a huge problem of Russian theft of museum collections in the occupied 
territories. The collections of the Kherson Regional Art Museum, named after 
Oleksii Shovkunenko, the Kherson Regional Museum of Local Lore, and the Albin 
Havdzynskyi Art Gallery in Nova Kakhovka were looted. Collections of iconography 
from the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries, Ukrainian paintings from the 
nineteenth to the twentieth centuries, including 297 paintings and drawings 
by Havdzynskyi, and works by contemporary artists were taken to the occupied 
Crimea. Some stolen paintings were on display at the Central Museum of Tavryda 
in Simferopol. 

From the Kherson Regional Museum of Local Lore, the occupiers took away 
collections of coins, weapons, Sarmatian jewellery of the Soviet era and the Russian 
Empire, antique furniture of the 18th-19th centuries, a collection of icons, paintings, 
and the entire part of the exposition with archaeology, which formed the core of 
the museum collection.

The Russians looted the local history museum in the occupied Melitopol of 
the Zaporizhzhia oblast. A collection of Scythian, Hunnic and Sarmatian gold, silver 
coins from the Doukhobor treasure and historical weapons were stolen. Museum 
employees tried to hide the collection. However, a local collaborator, who was 
appointed as the “director” of the institution, informed the occupiers about the 
treasures. The fate of the exhibits is currently unknown.

The Russians are not only looting Ukrainian museum collections, but also 
kidnapping employees of the institutions. On 10 March 2022, Leila Ibrahimova, 
director of the Melitopol local history museum, was kidnapped9. After a few hours, she 
was released and later was able to leave the occupied territory. On April 30, another 
employee of the same museum was kidnapped – the main custodian of funds, 

8 https://bbc.in/3RhbQVV

9 https://bit.ly/3Rcki8M
 https://bit.ly/3XnbHl9

https://bbc.in/3RhbQVV
https://bit.ly/3Rcki8M
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60-year-old Halyna Kucher10. Also in April, Oleh Budiak, director of the Melitopol local 
history museum in the village of Osypenko, Zaporizhzhia oblast, was kidnapped11.

The main goal of the Russian occupiers’ attack on the objects of cultural 
heritage of Ukraine is to destroy Ukrainian identity. Museums, libraries, 
monuments are archives of memory, designed to preserve cultural values and 
memories of the past. No Ukrainian heritage means no Ukrainian memory, no 
Ukrainian identity. When the memory of a people disappears, the future existence 
of this people is threatened. 

10 https://bit.ly/3HgNmHx

11 https://bit.ly/3HfeCGA

https://bit.ly/3HgNmHx
https://bit.ly/3HfeCGA
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DONETSK  
OBLAST

Arkhyp Kuindzhi Art 
Museum in Mariupol12

T he Kuindzhi Art Museum was opened in 2010 in an old building of 1902 in 
the Nordic Art Nouveau style. The museum occupied 300 m2 on two floors 

of the building. The exposition contained about 2,000 exhibits, including works 
of painting, decorative and applied arts, as well as graphics and sculpture. 
Half of the exhibition halls exhibited items related to the life and work of the 
world-famous Ukrainian realist artist, landscape painter and teacher, native of 
Mariupol, Arkhyp Kuindzhi. They include photographs, documents and personal 
belongings of the artist, including the 200-year-old baptismal font in which he 
was baptized.

According to the head of the art museum, Tetiana Buli, the list of priority 
evacuation works was prepared in advance:

12 https://bit.ly/3kRZnf6
 https://bit.ly/3HCPkU8
 https://bit.ly/3Jswd0e
 https://bit.ly/3HfM8w7

https://bit.ly/3kRZnf6
https://bit.ly/3HCPkU8
https://web.archive.org/web/20220323133808/https://localhistory.org.ua/news/v-mariupoli-bulo-znishcheno-khudozhnii-muzei-imeni-arkhipa-kuyindzhi/
https://bit.ly/3Jswd0e
https://bit.ly/3HfM8w7
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“I was already at the museum at 8:00 a.m. on February 24. Together 
with my colleagues, we started preparing exhibits for evacuation, but 
Mariupol was under fire from the first day. It takes time to properly 
collect and remove such a large number of works. We didn’t have 
it. There was also no evacuation order. As the head of the museum, I 
cannot make such a decision on my own. My immediate supervisor, 
Natalia Kapusnykova, the director of the Museum of Local Lore, of 
which the art museum was a branch, suggested that the main works 
of the collection be safely hidden in a secret place. I chose a place 
for storage. As we now know, quite successfully, because the works 
survived. They were not burned by fire, not destroyed by explosives, but, 
unfortunately, they were personally handed over to the occupiers.”

On March 21, 2022, the museum building was destroyed by a direct air bomb 
hit by the Russian occupiers. According to the head of the National Union of Artists 
of Ukraine, Kostiantyn Cherniavskyi, at the time of the bombing, there were no original 
works by Kuindzhi in the museum, only copies by Andrii Yalanskyi and Oleksandr 
Olkhov. However, the works of other world-famous Ukrainian artists, including Ivan 
Aivazovskyi, Mykola Hlushchenko, Tetiana Yablonska and others, were kept there. 

Tetiana Buli notes that the museum building was not completely destroyed. 
Its roof has been demolished, one wall has collapsed, there is a hole from a shell 
hit, and the facade is damaged. However, in her opinion, the building is such that 
it is subject to restoration. Most of the museum workers managed to evacuate, but 
not all of them are in the territories controlled by Ukraine. The closest of Tetiana 
Buli’s colleagues, Natalia Kurenysheva, the head of the museum’s funds, received 
shrapnel wounds to her head.
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On April 27, the press reported that Russians had taken the original works 
of Arkhyp Kuindzhi from the Mariupol Art Museum. Masterpieces of the museum 
collection were handed over to the occupiers by Natalia Kapusnykova.

The transferred works are now in the Donetsk Museum of Local Lore. These 
are the originals of three paintings by Arkhyp Kuindzhi “Red Sunset,” “Autumn. 
Crimea” and “Elbrus,” the original of Ivan Aivazovskyi’s painting “Off the Coast of 
the Caucasus,” the originals of two works by Mykola Dubovskyi “The Sea” and 

“Night on the Baltic Sea,” the original of Hryhorii Kalmykov’s posthumous portrait of 
Kuindzhi from 1910, a bust of Arkhyp Kuindzhi by sculptor Volodymyr Beklemishev, 
three unique icons from the late 19th century, a Greek Gospel from 1811 and items 
of decorative and applied art.

Mariupol Museum of Local Lore13

The Mariupol Museum of Local Lore is the oldest museum in the Donetsk 
oblast, whose collections tell the history not only of Mariupol, but also of the entire 
Azov region. The museum was opened in 1920. It had seven exhibition halls and a 
scientific library with a collection of 17,000 books. The museum’s total collection 
consisted of over 53 thousand items, including material, visual, written (handwritten 
and printed), numismatic, archaeological, photo-documentary, natural and other 
exhibits. Especially valuable among them were a letter by Catherine II to Greek 
Christians, withdrawn from the Crimean Khanate in 1778-1780 and settled in the 
Northern Azov region, a shroud of 1760, a Gospel of 1811.

On April 16, it became known 
that during the artillery shelling 
of Mariupol, the Russian military 
hit the city’s museum of local lore 
with two shells, which caused a fire . 
The museum burned to the ground, as 
a result of which valuable documents 
and historical exhibits were lost.

13 https://bit.ly/3HgNZ3R
 https://bit.ly/3Hecqit
 https://t.me/mariupolrada/10843
 https://www.kp.ru/daily/27385/4580178
 https://bit.ly/3wEbDCp

https://bit.ly/3HgNZ3R
https://bit.ly/3Hecqit
https://t.me/mariupolrada/10843
https://www.kp.ru/daily/27385/4580178/
https://bit.ly/3wEbDCp
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The head of the scientific and educational department of the museum, 
Oleksandr Hore, considers what happened to be a huge loss, since the museum 
was one of the symbols of the city, paradigmatic and material analogue of the 
memory of many generations, which kept many relics related to the founding of the 
city and subsequent significant stages of its development. According to him, it is 
currently difficult to assess the scale of damage to the building and the condition of 
the fund. The fates of the museum’s chief custodian and its employees also remain 
unknown — some managed to leave, some still remain in Mariupol, and some were 
injured. It is also unknown whether any of the employees managed to save part of 
the museum’s collection.

At the end of April, the Russian online media outlet Komsomolskaya Pravda 
published a report on the state of the museum, in which the author wrote that only 
two thousand artefacts out of fifty thousand exhibits had been taken to the Donetsk 
museum for “temporary storage.” 
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ZAPORIZHZHIA  
OBLAST

Vasylivka Historical and Architectural 
Museum-Reserve “Popov Manor House”14 

T he Vasylivka Historical and Architectural Museum-Reserve “Popov Manor House” 
occupies the buildings of the palace and park complex of General Vasyl Popov, 

once famous in Europe, built in 1894 by local master builders and serfs from Poltava 
and Chernihiv oblasts. In 1989, the first attempts to save the remains of the complex 
began. It took four years of effort for the complex to receive the status of a reserve. 

Since 1993, a museum was organized in the northern wing, which included: 
the hall of the history of the Popov manor house, the hall of ethnography, the hall 
of the history of the Second World War, works of local artists, remnants of things 
from the former manor, etc. On January 15, 2022, on the occasion of the Museum 
Selfie Day, for the first time in 30 years, Popov Manor House opened all buildings 
of the complex for visitors.

At the beginning of March 2022, artillery fire of the Russian army damaged 
the walls of the monument of history and architecture – the arena-stable 

14 https://bit.ly/3WLzZos
 https://bit.ly/3RhlmYN
 https://bit.ly/3HoeOn0

https://bit.ly/3WLzZos
https://bit.ly/3RhlmYN
https://bit.ly/3HoeOn0
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building, as well as other historical buildings that are part of the “Popov 
Manor House” complex of buildings. The director of the museum, Hanna Holovko, 
announced this on social networks.

On March 13, the historical and local history museum, which is located in the 
premises of the reserve, was robbed by Russian invaders. They broke all the doors, 
smashed the windows, and office equipment, as the museum director also reported.
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KYIV OBLAST  
AND KYIV

Ivankiv Historical and Local 
History Museum15

The Ivankiv Historical and Local History Museum is a museum in the urban-type village of 
Ivankiv, Kyiv oblast, which exhibited folk costumes, ceramics and other monuments of 

Polissia culture, paintings by local artists, weapons from the Second World War, and even 
one mammoth skeleton. A few years before 
the start of the full-scale war, the museum 
was completely restored. The pride of the 
museum was the collection of works of the 
Ukrainian folk artist in the genre of “naive art,” 
laureate of the Taras Shevchenko National 
Prize Mariia Prymachenko. 

15 https://bit.ly/3HAW0SA
 https://bbc.in/3RhbQVV
 https://bit.ly/3H991kY
 https://bit.ly/3wBMwA6
 https://bit.ly/3wEfnnC
 https://bit.ly/3j6LmtC

https://bit.ly/3HAW0SA
https://bbc.in/3RhbQVV
https://bit.ly/3H991kY
https://bit.ly/3wBMwA6
https://bit.ly/3wEfnnC
https://bit.ly/3j6LmtC
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Ivankiv was under Russian occupation from the first days of the war. Columns of 
the Russian army were passing through the settlement heading toward Borodianka, 
Buchi and Hostomel, where fierce battles were taking place. On February 26, 2022, 
an enemy shell hit the building of the historical and local history museum, and 
it caught fire. Firefighters were unable to respond to the call because of street 
fighting.

Anatolii Kharytonenko, a museum guard, was the first to see the fire. Its fence 
adjoins the museum building. When the roof caught fire, Anatolii climbed out of the 
basement and ran to the building to save the exhibits from the fire. The museum 
was closed, and the guard did not have the keys. Anatolii, together with other men, 
had to break the bars on the windows to get inside.

“We pulled out the metal bars, broke the glass with that bar, opened 
the metal-plastic window and climbed inside,” recalls a local resident.

Mariia Prymachenko’s paintings were the first to be taken out of the burning 
museum. Despite the fact that the fire was growing, and the enemy shots did not 
pass, people tried to save other exhibits including towels, ancient wooden products, 
various military documents of the Second World War. 

After the fire, only the supporting walls remained of the museum. They didn’t 
have time to pull four plates out of the fire – Mariia Primachenko’s first works, textiles, 
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pre-revolutionary towels, home-woven carpets, 200-year-old interior items, works 
by Stepan Savchenko, Vasyl Skopych, Anna Dmytriieva, embroidery by Hanna Veres, 
an exhibition of the local car park and natural exhibits.

Nadiia Biriuk, the director of the culture department of the Ivankiv community, 
said that the works of Mariia Prymachenko were kept for 16 years and were shown 
only at large exhibitions. 14 of the artist’s 25 paintings presented in the museum were 
saved. Currently, the paintings are in a safe place, but outside the Ivankiv community.

After an enemy projectile hit the Ivankiv Museum, the Minister of Culture and 
Information Policy of Ukraine Oleksandr Tkachenko appealed to UNESCO to deprive 
the Russian Federation of its status as a member of UNESCO and to change the 
host country of the 45th session of the World Heritage Committee. So far, the 
session has only been postponed indefinitely, and the membership of the Russian 
Federation has not been revoked. 

On April 26, experts were working in the museum to assess the degree of 
damage. According to preliminary forecasts, the destruction is between 85% and 
100%. If the foundation did not completely burn out, it is possible that the museum 
will be rebuilt in the same place. According to the head of the culture department, 
this would be better and more symbolic, but she doubts that it is possible. 

The building of the Ivankov museum has already been included in the list 
of objects for priority reconstruction, which requires at least 35 million hryvnias. 
Currently, the status of the museum is “completely destroyed.” While the necessary 
amount is being raised among philanthropists, the Ministry of Culture in the Kyiv 
oblast has launched a virtual tour of the dilapidated Prymachenko Museum.
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Borodianka Museum of Local Lore16

The Borodianka Museum of Local Lore was opened in November 2016. At the 
beginning of the full-scale war, the museum’s exposition consisted of about three 
thousand exhibits devoted to the history of the region, including antiques, crafts, 
clothes, and dolls.

On March 2, 2022, a Russian airstrike damaged the museum. Only on April 9, 
after the deoccupation of the Kyiv oblast, the employees of the Borodianka Museum of 
Local Lore were able to inspect the museum premises. It was found that the building had 
suffered significant damage: the ceiling was smashed, windows and doors were broken, 
many exhibits, especially those made of hard and fragile materials, office equipment 
was missing, and locks were broken on the doors. Photos and paper exhibits suffered 
from the damp air due to the lack of windows. During April 9-14, the management of 
the institution organized the removal of the surviving exhibits and showcases.

16 https://bit.ly/3wDaT0t
 https://t.me/OleksiyKuleba/1075
 https://bit.ly/3JomMif
 http://olgaugnivenko.com/events

https://bit.ly/3wDaT0t
https://t.me/OleksiyKuleba/1075
https://bit.ly/3JomMif
http://olgaugnivenko.com/events
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National Museum of Natural 
History at the National Academy 
of Sciences of Ukraine (Kyiv) 17

The National Museum of Natural History at the National Academy of Sciences 
of Ukraine is one of the largest natural science museums in the world and the largest 
natural science museum in Ukraine. The museum is located in the centre of Kyiv 
in an old building with original neoclassical architecture. The museum has 24 halls 
with a total area of 8,000 square meters. It contains more than 30,000 exhibits that 
tell about the origin, structure, and evolution of the Earth, its flora and fauna, their 
past and present, about the history of the material culture of the tribes and peoples 
that inhabited the territory of Ukraine.

On October 10, the museum building was damaged as a result of rocket 
fire in Kyiv. The blast wave shattered century-old 2.5-meter-high windows on 
three floors of the museum from the courtyard side of the museum in the exhibition 
halls of the geological, palaeontological and zoological departments. The museum 
collections were not damaged, but the facade of the building was damaged, and 
the glass display racks were destroyed. 

Urgent window replacement is literally a matter of life and death for unique 
museum exhibits that could not be removed from the museum to a safe location due 
to their physical dimensions, fragility and other limitations. In particular, the museum 
presents samples of extinct and unique animals: a shark, a mammoth skeleton, 
spirit figures and others. The age of some museum collections is about 200 years. 

A few hours after the shelling, the first aid came from the Ministry of Culture 
and Information Policy of Ukraine, which provided part of the materials of primary 
need, which allowed to quickly close the windows of all three affected floors of the 
museum with temporary structures. The institution announced a fundraiser to install 
new windows and repair showcases. 

On October 17, the first stage of operational conservation of the museum 
building was completed, and temporary shutters with a hermetic layer, which is 
extremely important for the preservation of natural collections, have already been 
installed.

17 https://bit.ly/3JomRm3
 https://culturecrimes.mkip.gov.ua/?p=3865
 https://bit.ly/3Hjn3An

https://bit.ly/3JomRm3
https://culturecrimes.mkip.gov.ua/?p=3865
https://bit.ly/3Hjn3An
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MYKOLAIV  
OBLAST

Mykolaiv Regional Museum 
of Local Lore18

T he Mykolaiv Regional Museum of Local Lore is a regional museum in the 
city of Mykolaiv, which houses the largest collection of materials and 

documents on history and culture, natives, and personalities of the region of 
Southern Buh. Currently, the museum’s exhibition stock is more than 160,000 
items. Some of the most valuable are items from archaeological excavations 
from Olbia and Crimea, weapons of the Zaporizhia Cossacks, materials, and 
artefacts from the history and development of Mykolaiv, the city’s shipbuilding 
industry, etc.

On March 28, the Russian military once again bombarded Mykolaiv with 
multiple rocket launchers. One of them burst near the Mykolaiv Regional Museum 
of Local Lore and hit the curb. The shrapnel cut the facade of the building and broke 
a window, and an empty shell fell into the yard. 

  

18 https://niklife.com.ua/ru/literatop/74156
 https://bit.ly/406pMWF

https://niklife.com.ua/ru/literatop/74156
https://bit.ly/406pMWF
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Even at the beginning of the full-scale war, museum workers packed about 
150 of the most valuable exhibits in special boxes and prepared them for possible 
evacuation. According to Valerii Cherniavskyi, the deputy director of the institution 
for scientific work, the museum’s possessions will be removed only if the shelling 
intensifies and the situation in the region rapidly escalates. This is a rather 
complicated procedure – first they have to prepare an evacuation order and find a 
party that can accept the exhibits for storage. 

The main part of the museum fund was dismantled and hidden in the basement. 
Among these exhibits are unique objects of archaeology and samples of decorative 
and applied art. The museum property was placed in special fireproof boxes and 
sealed. The museum workers wrapped each item in special kraft cardboard so that 
none of the exhibits would break or get damaged during transportation.

Currently, most of the team has left Mykolaiv for safer regions. The technical 
staff who maintain the cleanliness of the building, the administration in the person 
of the director and his deputy, and the security guard have remained working in 
the museum.
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Okhtyrka Municipal Local 
History Museum19

The Okhtyrka Municipal Local History Museum is located on the main street of 
the city in a historical building of the 19th century. The museum fund includes 

9,815 museum exhibits related to nature, history, and culture. It housed personal 
belongings and works of natives of the region, who gained international recognition, 
including Pavlo Hrabovskyi, Ivan Bahrianyi and Ostap Vyshnia. The museum was a 
real spiritual and material treasury of the city, which collected within its walls the 
history of the native city, national memory, traditions, and customs of the Ukrainian 
people from ancient times to the present.

On the night of March 7-8, during the Russian army’s aerial bombardment 
of the city, the museum building was severely damaged, with windows 
smashed, the roof destroyed, and walls mutilated. On that day, as a result of 
massive shelling, about two dozen people were killed and wounded in the city, 
many buildings, and infrastructure objects were damaged – the railway station, 
the executive committee, a local department store, shopping, and office premises.

19 https://bit.ly/3WQfWVU
 https://bit.ly/3WG7Q2c
 https://bit.ly/3HCsUlU
 https://bit.ly/3WRmaoy

https://bit.ly/3WQfWVU
https://bit.ly/3WG7Q2c
https://bit.ly/3HCsUlU
https://bit.ly/3WRmaoy
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Starting from March 9, museum employees, together with utility workers and 
volunteers, cleared the debris of the museum for almost two months. During air 
raids, they stopped work and hid in the basement. At that time, four out of ten 
employees of the museum left the city. In the conditions of constant shelling, the 
fuel crisis and the lack of premises, it was difficult to organize the rescue of exhibits. 
Liudmyla Mishchenko, the director of the Okhtyr Regional History Museum, says 
that the museum has been preparing for a full-scale war since 2014: they collected 
boxes and packing materials, and asked familiar shop workers to save them for the 
museum. On February 24, it was possible to quickly pack the exhibits, the most 
valuable ones were moved to storage, and at 11 a.m. the museum was closed. 

According to Lyudmila, although they were preparing for the danger, they did 
not expect that “such atrocities would come to our land, and such suffering would 
be inflicted by aerial bombs.” The woman hopes that it will be possible to restore 
at least the facade of the house, which survived the Second World War, because 
everything inside was destroyed.

Ceramics and paintings suffered the most from the exhibits. 29 items were 
sent to the Kyiv Restoration Center, and some are being restored by local restorers.
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Due to the lack of space, museum 
staff are currently not holding any 
events, they are engaged in scientific 
work. Liudmyla Mishchenko researches 
the life and achievements of Okhtyr 
ethnographer Oleksandr Tverdokhliebov, 
who collaborated with Kharkiv scientists 
Dmytro Bahalii and Mykola Sumtsov. 

The battle for Okhtyrka was an 
important step in repelling Russian 
aggression in Sumy oblast. Now the city 
is going through a rather difficult period, but it is historical, so it will definitely be 
reflected in the exposition of the rebuilt museum.

Museum and exhibition 
centre “Trostianetskyi”20

The museum and exhibition centre “Trostianetskyi” is located in the architectural 
monument of national importance “Sugar Planter Leopold Koenig’s Manor” and 
consists of several expositions. It is known for its collection of exhibits, materials, 
and documents from nature, archaeology, history, life, and culture of the region.

20 https://bit.ly/3Y0R1js
 https://bit.ly/3HEwnAf
 https://bit.ly/3JomMif

https://bit.ly/3Y0R1js
https://bit.ly/3HEwnAf
https://bit.ly/3JomMif
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On the night of February 23 to 24, the right wing of the ancient building, 
where the local history exhibition was located, was destroyed as a result of 
artillery shelling by the Russian occupiers. At the end of 2021, the renovation 
of the premises was completed, but they did not have time to install the exhibits 
themselves. Museum funds were stored in a separate safe room, which saved them 
from destruction.

At the end of March, when the city was freed from the occupiers, the museum 
workers cleared the rubble and covered the windows and doors that had been 
knocked out as a result of the shelling with sandbags to protect the premises from 
looters. It was discovered that the occupiers had taken away all the computer 
equipment and funds that were in the museum. According to the manager of the 
facility Yevhen Malovichko, the employees of the State Bureau of Investigation 
conducted appropriate investigative actions, collected evidence of shelling, and 
now criminal proceedings have been opened. According to the conclusions of the 
SBI investigators, the amount of damage caused reaches 5 million hryvnias. 
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National Museum of literature 
named after Hryhoriy Skovoroda21

National Museum of literature named after Hryhoriy Skovoroda is a museum 
dedicated to the life and work of Hryhoriy Skovoroda, and a memorial complex 

of monuments from the 18th century in the village of Skovorodynivka, Kharkiv oblast. 
The museum was founded in 1972. The museum collection consisted of several 
thousand exhibits. Monuments of history, architecture, monumental and garden art 
of the 18th century of national importance were placed on the territory of the complex 
with an area of 18.2 hectares. On the eve of the full-scale invasion, restoration work 
was underway in the building in preparation for the 300th anniversary of the great 
philosopher. 

On May 6, 2022, at 11 p.m., a Russian missile hit the roof of the museum, 
causing a fire. The fire engulfed all premises, 280 m2 burned. The roof, window, and 
door frames were completely destroyed, the walls were blackened, and things that 

21 https://bit.ly/3kPlHWE
 https://bit.ly/3XMXhf8
 https://bit.ly/3XLhySf
 https://t.me/mod_russia/15283

https://bit.ly/3kPlHWE
https://bit.ly/3XMXhf8
https://bit.ly/3XLhySf
https://t.me/mod_russia/15283
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did not manage to be taken out of the museum were burned. Part of the collection 
was hidden in a safe place at the beginning of the war. As a result of the shelling, 
the 35-year-old son of the director of the museum, who stayed overnight to guard 
the premises, was wounded. The man was pulled out from under the rubble, doctors 
diagnosed him with a leg injury and sent him to the hospital. A statue of the poet, 
which was standing in one of the rooms, was taken out from under the ashes. The 
tombstone and the bust of Kavaleridze, which were located at a certain distance 
from the building, were not damaged. 

The Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation reported on the airstrike 
on Skovorodynka, calling it “Skovorodnikovo” and stating that there was a military 
command post.

Despite the significant destruction of the building, restorers believe that it 
can be rebuilt. The Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine, within 
the framework of the “Save Ukrainian Culture” project, started collecting 112 million 
hryvnias for the restoration of the museum.

According to Serhii Omelnyk, head of the Kharkiv branch of the Restoration 
Center of Ukraine, the damage to the surviving sculpture of Skovoroda by Ihor 
Yastrebov is insignificant, and the sculpture can be restored.
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In September 2022, “Ukrposhta” presented the charitable postal block “Garden 
of Divine Songs. To the 300th anniversary of the birth of Hryhoriy Skovoroda” and 
the envelope “National Museum of literature named after Hryhoriy Skovoroda. First 
day.” 15 hryvnias from the sale of each postal block, or 7.5 million hryvnias, which 
Ukrposhta plans to collect, will be directed to the restoration of the National Museum 
of literature named after Hryhoriy Skovoroda.

In December 2022, the Ministry of Culture announced that 50,000 dollars 
should be provided by UNESCO for museum conservation measures. The Kharkiv 
regional military administration promised to allocate 450,000 hryvnias from the 
regional budget for the scientific and project work necessary to restore the building.

Kharkiv Art Museum22

The collection of the Kharkiv Art Museum is one of the oldest and most valuable 
art collections in Ukraine, which includes more than 25,000 items of storage. The 
history of the museum’s unique collection dates back to 1805. The collection 
survived very difficult times – during the Second World War, less than 5 thousand 
of the 75 thousand exhibits were saved. 

On March 6, 2022, as a result of the shelling with an explosive wave, the 
glass in most of the museum’s windows was smashed, and the doors were 
broken. Although the exhibits were not damaged, due to the broken windows it was 
impossible to maintain the correct temperature and humidity in the room. Maryna 
Filatova, the head of the foreign art department of the Kharkiv Art Museum, with her 

22 https://bit.ly/3XNJq88
 https://bit.ly/3Y4IjAL
 https://bit.ly/3jeXx7C

https://bit.ly/3XNJq88
https://bit.ly/3Y4IjAL
https://bit.ly/3jeXx7C
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husband, the director of the museum, the main custodian of the funds, her husband 
and several other employees reached the museum immediately after the shelling 
and began to save the art. Canvases were removed and packed, the most valuable 
exhibits – those that were on permanent display, were being prepared for evacuation.

Izium Museum of Local Lore, 
named after Vasyl Sibilov23

Izium  Museum of Local Lore, named after Vasyl Sibilov was created on 
January 14, 1920 at the initiative of Mykola Sibilov, a local historian and archaeologist 
from Izium. The museum’s collection includes about 12,000 storage units, including 
local household items from the 18th-19th centuries, a numismatic collection of rare 
coins, and the Holy Gospel in silver and gilt case, published in 1707.

In the first days of the war, the museum employees went to work in turn 
according to the schedule. Back in February, all valuable exhibits were packed 
and hidden in safes. When the “strikes” became regular, only the bravest of the 
employees went to work.

As a result of a direct hit by a projectile during another Russian shelling, 
windows were broken and walls were damaged in the museum building. On 
the second floor, the roof was damaged, in which a hole was formed, through which 
the sky was visible. Museum employees carried out plaster with buckets, which 
fell into the hall mixed with snow. After cleaning the premises, they took turns 
guarding the facility. During the occupation, the Russians stole from the museum 

23 https://bit.ly/3JpqbxA
 https://bit.ly/3Jpqrwy
 https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/news/117559?sv
 https://culturecrimes.mkip.gov.ua/?p=3715

https://bit.ly/3JpqbxA
https://bit.ly/3Jpqrwy
https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/news/117559?sv
https://culturecrimes.mkip.gov.ua/?p=3715


KHARKIV OBLAST 32

the director’s chair bought before the war, several samovars from the collection of 
Vitalii Smoliarov, and dummy sabers. 

When Izium was under occupation, Diana Lystopad, a researcher at the local 
history museum, saved the 1707 edition of the Holy Gospel, which was in the 
museum. Under shelling, she reached the institution, took the Gospel and hid it in 
a safe place pending deoccupation. Currently, the book is in a safe place, under 
the protection of the territorial defence of the city.

In Izium, where the central part of the city was destroyed by 80%, the buildings 
of almost all cultural institutions were damaged. In addition to the museum of local 
lore, the music school, the Spartak cultural and leisure complex, the central city, 
and children’s libraries were destroyed. The building of the Izium Art School, named 
after S.I. Vasylkivskyi was shelled. The Palace of Youth and Teenagers “Zaliznychnyk” 
served as a barracks for the occupiers. The Russians equipped fire fortifications on 
the upper floors, and a torture chamber in the basement. All the property of this 
cultural institution was looted, assembly halls and halls for rehearsals and trainings 
were destroyed.
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Kherson Regional Art Museum, named 
after Oleksii Shovkunenko24

The collection of the Kherson Regional Art Museum, named after Oleksii 
Shovkunenko before the beginning of the full-scale invasion of the Russian 
Federation, consisted of more than 13 thousand works of art and was one of the 
most interesting museum collections in Ukraine. The collection featured works 
of Ukrainian and foreign painting, graphics, sculpture, decorative and applied art, 
starting with examples of Russian icon painting of the 17th century and ending with 
the works of modern Kherson artists.

Before the retreat of the Russian army from the right bank of the Kherson oblast, 
the occupiers looted the art museum. According to museum’s social media 
posts, from October 31 to November 3, the occupying “authorities” with the 
help of Crimean museum workers and local collaborators under the slogan 

“evacuation for the preservation of cultural values” removed all works of art 
and office equipment. 

24 https://t.me/SobolevskyiYurii/735
 https://bit.ly/3WG8jkY
 https://www.facebook.com/art.museum.ks/
 https://bit.ly/3WNjWq4

https://t.me/SobolevskyiYurii/735
https://bit.ly/3WG8jkY
https://www.facebook.com/art.museum.ks/
https://bit.ly/3WNjWq4
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“There was no question of a delicate attitude towards ancient rarities: 
the paintings were not packed in a special way for transportation, but 
wrapped in some kind of rag. On November 1, 3 trucks and a school 
bus were loaded and taken away, accompanied by people armed with 
machine guns, on November 2, 2 more trucks, on November 3, the 
remains were taken away by bus without armed guards. When one of 
the best collections of Ukraine was stolen, there were roadblocks around 
the museum. We hope to find out in the near future what exactly was 
illegally exported in four days, but there is no doubt that the most valuable 
(XVII-XIX centuries) was taken first. The cargo was sent to Crimea, but 
it is not a fact that this is the last destination,” the message stated.

After the liberation of Kherson, museum employees who did not agree to work 
for the Russians returned to their workplaces, where they were greeted by empty 
exhibition halls. The identification of the stolen works of art, the photos of which are 
exhibited by the Simferopol Central Tavryda Museum and the Tauric Chersonesos 
Reserve in Sevastopol, is currently underway. 

On November 30, the Kherson Regional Art Museum, named after Oleksii 
Shovkunenko was shelled by the Russian army. The building’s walls were damaged, 
and window panes were smashed, covering an area of more than 100 m2. Museum 
workers, without waiting for utility workers, without sleep or rest, immediately began 
to eliminate the consequences of the shelling. The debris was removed by the end of 
the day. Employees of the Kherson regional communal emergency and rescue service 
carried out the first priority work and closed the openings with special material.
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Mykhailo Kotsiubynskyi’s house-
museum in Chernihiv25

The Chernihiv Literary Memorial Museum-Reserve of the outstanding Ukrainian 
writer Mykhailo Kotsiubynskyi was founded in September 1934 on the occasion of 
the 70th anniversary of his birth. Currently, the museum consists of the writer’s 
memorial house, a modern literary exhibition building and the memorial garden of 
the Kotsiubynskyi’s family. It was in this house that the writer settled with his family 
in the summer of 1898 and spent the last 15 of his most creative years here. The 
museum stores more than 21,000 exhibits: furniture, clothes, personal belongings, 
paintings, letters, postcards, photographs, manuscripts.

The museum is well known as a cultural centre thanks to literary and musical 
evenings, classical and folk music concerts. The cosy cinema-lecture hall of the 
museum is used by literary, national-patriotic and philosophical societies for their 
meetings.

25 https://kotsubinsky.org/index/0–8
 https://bit.ly/3Y0UzlG
 https://bit.ly/3Y3WRAL
 https://bit.ly/3Y2XnyS

https://kotsubinsky.org/index/0-8
https://bit.ly/3Y0UzlG
https://bit.ly/3Y3WRAL
https://bit.ly/3Y2XnyS
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When the war started, the great-grandson of the writer and at the same time 
the director of the museum, Ihor Kotsiubynskyi, along with his wife and two other 
employees, moved to live in the building to protect the museum from marauders 
and robbers.

On March 6, 2022, at approximately 20:00, the Russian occupiers fired 
mortars at the residential quarter where the museum-reserve was located. A 
direct hit took place in a private residential building next to the museum – a family 
of three people died there. A few more families had completely destroyed houses 
nearby. It also hit the Cossack church nearby.

More than ten mines landed in the area of the museum. One of them flew in 
front of the director a meter above the museum, destroyed the fence, touched the 
memorial shed, which immediately caught fire. The shell fragments damaged the 
memorial house, where the walls, ceiling, shutters, windows were pierced, and the 
porch was smashed. Inside, the furniture was mutilated: a bookcase from the end 
of the 19th century, a grand piano, tables, and chairs. The territory of the museum-
reserve and office premises were destroyed: employees’ offices, library, director’s 
office, accounting office – all windows and doors were broken. Debris even hit the 
124-year-old memorial Christmas tree from the Kotsiubynskyi garden.
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The museum did not have any action plan in case of war. There was no 
evacuation order, there was not enough packing material. Paintings hung on the 
walls of the house until March 6. The writer’s personal library – more than 1,500 
valuable books – was kept in the cabinets. Already after the shelling, the paintings, 
and books were taken to the fund storage. 

The National Restoration Center of Ukraine was involved in the restoration 
of the museum, which carried out restoration work free of charge. 36 museum 
exhibits were damaged, among which were Kotsiubynskyi’s memorial chess pieces, 
a grand piano, and some furniture – they were restored. Subsequently, the roof was 
repaired, the through holes in the memorial building were closed, and the glass in 
the windows in all the museum’s premises was replaced. All door structures were 
also repaired – locks, glass, and other damaged parts were installed. Two parts of 
the destroyed fence were restored.

Currently, the Mykhailo Kotsiubynskyi’s house-museum works remotely, holds 
online marathons, exhibitions, etc. During the events, everyone can learn little-
known facts about the writer, his family and friends.
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Chernihiv Regional Historical Museum, 
named after Vasyl Tarnovskyi26

Chernihiv Regional Historical Museum, named after Vasyl Tarnovskyi is one 
of the oldest historical museums of Ukraine, a significant scientific and cultural 
and educational centre of the city, region, and country. The institution’s museum 
collection includes more than 160,000 storage units and is of all-Ukrainian 
significance.

Chernihiv Regional Historical Museum, named after Vasyl Tarnovskyi has 
2 independent exhibitions:

 → a historical museum, the exhibition of which is created according to the 
chronological principle and talks about the history of Chernihiv oblast from 
Palaeolithic times to the present, about its outstanding natives and personalities 
associated with the region. The premises with a historical exhibition is an 
architectural monument of national importance – it is the former governor’s 
house, built in the first quarter of the 19th century.

 → military history museum, which has two separate sections: “Military History 
of Chernihiv oblast” and “Combat Path of the Former 1st Guards Army.” The 
exhibition hall is used to create various exhibitions, not only on military topics. 
The museum is equipped with technical means, has a cinema-lecture hall.

On March 6, during the shelling of the city, the building of the historical 
museum was damaged, debris from the mine explosion partially damaged the 
facade, windows were broken in several halls on the second and third floors. 
One piece of debris flew into the lobby where the guard was stationed, hit the metal 
part of the stained-glass window, but did not enter the middle of the building. No 
exhibit was damaged.

On March 13, as a result of another shelling of the city of Chernihiv, the 
building of the military history museum was damaged.  The blast wave blew out 
all the huge 3 × 5 meter windows with thick, double-glazed windows in metal frames 
200 meters away. Since the vast majority of exhibits remained in the museum, the 

26 https://bit.ly/3Y7VCjQ
 https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088876761263
 https://bit.ly/3Y0UHSc
 https://bit.ly/3XNMC3F
 https://bit.ly/3kPuIPt

https://bit.ly/3Y7VCjQ
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088876761263
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https://bit.ly/3kPuIPt
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next day, workers began dismantling everything they could. It was very dangerous, 
but the workers understood that this was why they stayed in the city.

241,798 hryvnias were allocated from the state budget for the restoration of the 
building of the military history museum. With these funds, single-layer windows 
were installed, one window was replaced, structures were dismantled, and all 
construction debris was removed. The total amount of donations to the historical 
museum amounted to 1.5 million hryvnias. Help came from volunteer centres, the 
Lithuanian National Art Museum, the Cultural Heritage Rescue Center, Danish 
museums, and public organizations.

In his interviews, the director of the Chernihiv Regional Historical Museum, 
Serhii Laievskyi, said that he had been thinking about preparing the museum for the 
war long before the full-scale Russian invasion. Preliminary preparations began in 
2014-15, which included compiling lists of exhibits of the so-called first and second 
groups to be evacuated and conducting certain trainings for the museum staff.

At the beginning of February, Serhii Laievskyi initiated a conversation with 
representatives of the Ministry of Culture of Ukraine regarding the possible 
evacuation of museum exhibits. His questions were received with understanding, 
but in fact remained unanswered. A meeting was also held in the Department of 
Culture, which takes care of all museums in the Chernihiv oblast, as a result of 
which it became clear that museum directors should independently prepare for 
the start of the war. Realizing that there would be no centralized evacuation, the 
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museum staff focused on preparing places directly in or near the museum where 
the exhibits could be hidden. 

On February 24, almost 90% of the museum staff showed up at their workplaces. 
Under bombardment, workers periodically went down to the basement to pack 
exhibits, carry them to the vaults, and carefully stack them. Almost all exhibits of the 
first group and part of the second group were dismantled in one day. The next day, part 
of the employees returned to their workplaces again, and the work was continued.

Chernihiv was semi-encircled in the evening of February 24. Serhii Laievskyi 
and his wife, who was also an employee of the institution, stayed overnight at the 
museum together with other employees. On the very first night, local residents 
came to the basement and asked for shelter. 

“In the future, we have already started to equip the storage room 
so that it can be lived in. About 22 to 28 people stayed overnight. 
These were the residents of the surrounding buildings, and our 
employees, who during the entire siege of Chernihiv were engaged 
in museum affairs, arranged lectures and concerts. We had beds 
for everyone. We also had two pregnant women. One of them 
almost gave birth in our basement and came back here three 
days after giving birth, so we had a baby living here for a while.

We have developed our own schedule. Someone went out into 
the city, stood in lines in stores, bought food. Someone went out 
in search of water. The heating disappeared around the third day, 
the light went off periodically, mostly it was gone, and the water 
disappeared for a long time. We dug a toilet in the museum yard, we 
had a generator and a gas cylinder with a burner,” recalls Serhii.
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After the shelling on March 6, museum workers realized that they needed to do 
something to distract themselves from daily fears and challenges. So they began 
to dismantle the exposition.

“We did it almost every day for several hours. Each exhibit was carefully 
wrapped. We found places in our museum, looking for the directions 
of shelling, which were safer. We dismantled the equipment, put it 
on the floor and created additional hiding places inside the rather 
powerful museum modules. The process was complicated by the 
fact that old museum equipment cannot be disassembled so easily. 
It is necessary to carefully remove the glass so that it does not break. 
Do not step on this glass in the dark. To pass between the glass 
plates to remove something else, to hide something else. As a result 
of our work, we dismantled almost 95% of our exposition, which is 
a lot of museum objects,” notes the director of the institution.

Currently, the museum employees have another direction of work – to collect all 
the necessary evidence and artifacts related to the events of the full-scale Russian-
Ukrainian war. The first such objects that replenished the museum collection were 
mine fragments that were found after the shelling of the institution’s buildings. Serhii 
Laievskyi believes that there will be a separate museum, which will tell about the 
heroism of Chernihiv residents, about the military, volunteers, doctors, humanitarian 
corridors, about the help of ordinary people who shared the last. 
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“It is necessary to convey the truth of what happened. And that’s how it 
happened. We did not talk about the genocide of Ukrainians because 
we did not perceive the war, which lasted for almost 8 years somewhere 
far away, in this way. Today we know what it is. Today we felt it in our 
own way, on our own. And we need to talk about it, we need to show it 
with the evidence we have at our disposal,” believes Serhii Laievskyi.

Chernihiv Regional Art Museum, 
named after Hryhorii Halahan27

Chernihiv Regional Art Museum, named after Hryhorii Halahan is an architectural 
monument of the 19th century. The museum collection includes about 16,000 
exhibits. The basis of the museum was the collection collected by representatives 
of the famous Cossack family of Halahan. The largest part of the museum collection 
consists of the works of famous Ukrainian artists of the 20th century: M. Zhuk, 
M. Samokysh, S. Shyshko, M. Hlushchenko, M. Derehus, T. Yablonska, A. Kotska. 
Also, the museum collection represents icon painting, folk painting, works of applied 
and decorative art. An important part of the museum exposition is the collection 
of Western European art.

On the morning of February 24, almost all museum employees gathered at 
the facility and, according to certain algorithms, began to remove exhibits from the 
expositions and pack the most valuable part of the collection. The museum’s director, 
Yurii Tkach, said that over the next few days, the staff moved all documentation and 
exhibits to a safe place and made backup electronic copies of documents. When 
more intense shelling began, only responsible workers according to duty schedules 
went to the museum.

On March 6, 2022, during another shelling of Chernihiv, a mine exploded 
next to the museum building. The facade was damaged, about 30 windows were 
broken in the corner of the building near which the projectile fell. Half of these 

27 https://bit.ly/3JrT8J5
 https://bit.ly/3XNJPYc
 https://bit.ly/3JmWQ6M
 https://bit.ly/3kPuIPt
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windows belonged to fund vaults. The exhibits were not damaged, but the furniture, 
racks, ceiling, wiring, and computer equipment were damaged. The restorer’s office 
with all the equipment and paints was completely destroyed. Some windows had 
their metal bars twisted by the blast wave. 

The next day and for almost a month, the museum staff, with the help of 
volunteers and representatives of the territorial defence, covered the windows 
with boards and film to protect the halls from the weather. Despite the closed 
windows, wind and moisture still get inside, it is impossible to control the appropriate 
temperature and humidity regime in the premises, so the collection has not yet 
returned to these halls. The director of the institution says that based on security 
issues, this state of affairs will most likely continue until the end of martial law.

The museum resumed work at the end of April. The workers continued 
their planned activities, however, without visitors. The institution is working on 
the preparation of expert reports and continues to prepare certain exhibitions 
and permanent displays, which were interrupted by the full-scale invasion. The 
catalogue of the permanent exhibition hall of decorative and applied art is being 
prepared for printing.

“We are now hosting temporary exhibitions with visitors in contemporary 
art halls, but in a measured and cautious way, because there is still a 
missile threat. But in general, we have focused on online exhibitions 
and online projects, and we publish on social media. The project of 
publishing on interesting dates, artists’ birthdays, or holidays was 
launched before the war. Also, on May 17, the “Inter arma...” project 
was launched, which in Latin means “At war.” These are the works of 
artists during a large-scale war. The idea arose when I saw the works 
of Viktor Onishchenko, our Chernihiv artist, who was working under 
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shelling. But this project is not only about destruction, but also about 
the indestructibility of life, the continuity of creativity, that even in 
such a difficult time, art continues to live and supports the belief in the 
indestructibility of Ukraine, our spirit and people,” says Yurii Tkach.

Liudmyla Zamai, Director of the Department of Culture and Tourism, Nationalities 
and Religions Chernihiv Oblast State Administration, noted that the institution received 
207,000 hryvnias from the budget, which financed cosmetic repairs of the building. 
328,000 hryvnias were allocated for the arrangement of the shelter in the museum by the 
charitable association “Promo Ukraina” from Strasbourg. With these funds, electricity 
was restored inZ the damaged premises, the heating system was restored, six windows 
were purchased for the premises of the funds, and the damaged exhibits were partially 
restored. In total, the museum received 1 million 206 thousand hryvnias from benefactors.

Museum of Ukrainian Antiquities, 
named after Vasyl Tarnovskyi (now 
Chernihiv Regional Library for Youth)28

The Museum of Ukrainian Antiquities was opened in 1902 on the basis of the 
collection of philanthropist Vasyl Tarnovskyi, which included artefacts of primitive 
society and Kyivan Rus, manuscripts, kleinodes, household items of later eras, 
paintings. The building itself, in the pseudo-Gothic style, was built at the end of 
the 19th century for the artisan workshop of the orphanage. The object of the 19th 
century was located in the centre of the city and is a monument of local history.

Since 1978, the Chernihiv Regional Library for Youth has operated in the 
building. Vasyl Tarnovskyi’s collection was transferred to the Chernihiv Regional 
Historical Museum for safekeeping.

On March 11, 2022, as a result of a Russian missile strike, the ancient 
building was destroyed. As the director of the Chernihiv Regional Historical 

28 https://bit.ly/3kPuIPt
 https://bit.ly/3JomMif
 https://bit.ly/3XNMiBY
 https://bit.ly/3XNSOZv
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https://bit.ly/3XNSOZv
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Museum Serhii Laievskyi noted, the building survived the shelling by the Bolsheviks 
in 1918-1919 and the Second World War, but it was destroyed during the invasion 
of the Russian Federation.

The World Monuments Fund, together with partners, organized protective 
conservation of the building so that weather conditions would not damage 
the building. By the end of 2022, the life-saving conservation works, for which 
35 thousand dollars were allocated, were completed. In the future, design and 
estimate documentation will be ordered for further restoration, and specialists from 
abroad will be involved.
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